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notice that the CCSS focus a great deal on the kinds of reading students encounter 
across the school day, spelling out reading expectations for literature and informa-
tional texts. And at the K–5 level, the CCSS also include foundational skills standards.

An example of how this organization plays out in grades 6–8 may be helpful 
in explaining further. You’ll note in Figure 5.1 an example of how you can read the 
CCSS for further specificity about grade-level distinctions using the first heading and 
Anchor Standard for reading. 

When you read the CCSS document, we encourage you to read for these distinc-
tions between grade-specific standards. This will help you identify what students in 
the grade(s) you teach will be expected to enact or demonstrate proficiency doing.

Keeping Students at the Center

Reading the CCSS document with an eye toward distinguishing what students at the 
grade level(s) you teach will be expected to enact will help you keep your commit-
ment to students at the center of your instructional decision making. Figure 5.2 illus-
trates how the multiple factors teachers consider when planning instruction speak 

Figure	5.1:	 Reading the CCSS with an example.

grade-Specific	Standards

Grade

Reading, Standard 2.

Literature Informational Text

6 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
how it is conveyed through particular details;  
provide a summary of the text distinct from  
personal opinions or judgments.

Determine a central idea of a text and how it  
is conveyed through particular details; provide  
a summary of the text distinct from personal  
opinions or judgment.

7 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text.

8 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary 
of the text.

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze  
its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas;  
provide an objective summary of the text.

Strands

K–5 6–12

English Language Arts English Language Arts
Literacy in History/Social 

Studies, Science, & Technical 
Subjects

Anchor	Standard:	reading

Key Ideas and Details. Grades 6–12. Standard 2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development;  
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
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