
Cramer Using YA Literature to Interrogate

Appendix 23.1. Taking an Initial Stance, Data Collection, and Data Sharing

Interrogating the Culture of School Sports: Taking an Initial Stance

Focus Questions:
1. Who participates in school sports, and for what reasons?  
2.	 What	benefits/privileges	are	afforded	to	student	athletes?
3. What challenges do student athletes face? 

Independent Reflection: Jot down your initial 
responses to the questions here.

Partner or Small-Group Share: Jot down new 
understandings	gleaned	from	your	conversa-
tion.	Attribute	ideas	to	specific	classmates.

Class Discussion:	Jot	down	new	perspectives	
and insights from the discussion. Attribute 
ideas	to	specific	classmates.

After the Class Discussion:	Review	your	notes	from	above	and	underline/star/
highlight the ideas that most resonate with you. Has your stance shifted, or has it 
been strengthened? Explain your response:
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Interrogating the Culture of School Sports: Data Collection

Homework: Collect words, phrases, and statements you hear regarding school 
sports. Whether you participate in school sports or not, you probably hear con-
versations	about	them.	What	do	you	hear	from	coaches,	athletes,	school	faculty,	
spectators, and the media? Try to locate words or phrases from at least three dif-
ferent sources.

What do you hear coaches say about school 
sports?

What do you hear athletes say about school 
sports?

What do you hear school faculty say about school sports?

What do you hear spectators (e.g., parents, your peers) say about school sports?
What do you hear the media say about school 
sports?

Anyone else? What do you hear __________ 
_________________ say about school sports?
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Interrogating the Culture of School Sports: Data Sharing

How	did	you	go	about	collecting	words/phrases/statements	about	sports?	What	
was your process? Describe it here, including any challenges you faced.

As you analyze what you heard from different sources about school sports, does 
the	message	vary	depending	on	the	source?	In	what	ways?

Select	at	least	3–4	words/phrases/statements	from	your	data	collection	that	
you	want	to	share	with	the	class.	As	you	listen	to	classmates’	findings,	jot	down	
responses to the following questions:
 

 What understandings do you now have about the culture of school sports based 
on the discourse that surrounds it?

 Does this confirm or contradict your initial thinking regarding the benefits or 
privileges afforded to student athletes and/or the challenges they face? Explain.
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